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by Karla Jay, New York Correspondent 


About twenty-five lesbians from Lesbian Feminist 
Liberation along with other women from New York 
NOW cleverly infiltrated the audience of the Dick 
Cavett Show November 30 to protest the appearance 
of arch-sexist George Gilder. 


Gilder is the author of Sexual Suicide, a book 
which has received a great deal of attention here 
lately due to the publication of a condensed version 
in the New York Post. Gilder contends in his book 
that society is falling apart due to feminism and 
homosexuality, which he lumps together with other 
"abnormalities" such as Playboy. On opening his 
book to merely one page dealing with homosexuality, 
| found the following sentence: “Lasting relationships 
(among homosexuals) are few and sour . . . so squalid 
that society shoud do everything it can to prevent the 
spread of the disease." (page 226) Society's panacea, 
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according to Gilder, is the nuclear family. Gilder, 
incidentally, is unmarried. 

The LFL presented Gilder with an urn of ashes 
representing "the women who have been murdered at 
the alter of male supremacy . . . the flesh of women 
burned by the thousands in the Middle Ages, the 
so-called witches who perished at the stake in our 
own New England, and the untold numbers who died 
beneath the knife of quack doctors performing illegal 
abortions.” The above was read aloud on Cavett's 
show by two L F L spokeswomen standing with their 
arms around one another. Leaflets containing this 
statement were also distributed to the audience. Two 
non-LFL women later interrupted the show and were 
ejected from the theatre. During the remainder of the 
show, Gilder attempted to explain and defend his 
theories. His ineptness and apparent neuroses put the 
final threads in the noose the LFL had so beautifully 
set up for him. А 
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MEDIA ACCEPTS GAY DEMANDS 


by Rita A. Goldberger 


Los Angeles: The Los Angeles Gay Media Task 
Force is a new organization, formed in November, 
whose purpose is to work with/against the media to 
eliminate inaccurate portrayals of gay women and 
men, and to encourage the portrayal of us as we are. 
The task force has met with most major members of 
the media, including motion picture producers and 
representatives from all three major networks (ABC, 
NBC, CBS). All of these meetings ended with the 
media agreeing with the task force's platform, inclu- 
ding the point that requests that members of the task 
force be contacted whenever a script concerning gays 
is being considered. 

The task force has chalked up at least three victo- 
ries in its first month. Perhaps the most important 
was the complete turn-around of a script for the tele- 
vision show "Police Story." It was about a fifty-year- 
old closeted drag queen who hated himself and who 
went around strangling gay men he picked up and 
then carving up their bodies with butcher knives. In 
the course of the plot, one met a hustler, several up- 
tight nellies, and an unhappy Lesbian couple, not to 
mention four passive heterosexual women who smiled 
for their men and did what they were told. 


Screen Gems, which was to produce the show, pre- 
sented the Task Force with advance copies of the 
script for its "approval," per their agreement. Horri- 
fied by the script, the Task Force set up a meeting 
with several of the big-shots in charge of production, 
and representatives of the task force proceeded to 
explain exactly what was wrong, line by line, charac- 
ter by character, event by event. The producers wrote 
down everything that was said and assured the group 
that all the changes would be made. Period. Just like 
that. No excuses, no arguments. Less than a week 
later the Task Force was presented with the revised 
script which included every single change that had 
been requested. No one would ever judge it a piece of 
great literature, but the treatment of women and gays 
was admirable. 

After sending Screen Gems a few more suggestions, 
mostly expanding the characterization of two of the 
straight women, the script was given official gay ap- 
proval. Screen gems requested a technical advisor, and 
got two, one woman and one man. Their job is to 
oversee the shooting of the show to make sure that 
the portrayal of women and gays was positive. The 
show will probably be on television in February. 


GAY MEDIA TASK FORCE PLATFORM 


J. Homosexuality isn't funny. Sometimes, of course, 
anything can be a source of humor. But the lives of 
20,000,000 Americans are not a joke. 


2. Fag, faggot, dyke, queer, lezzie, homo, fairy, mary, 
pansy, sissy etc., are terms of abuse. If you don't want to 
insult, the words are gay, lesbian and homosexual. This 
doesn't mean that nobody on film can use a dirty word, but 
if you have general rules about the use of "kike," "wop,'" 
"spic," and “nigger,” use them for "dyke," “fag,” et al. 


3. That's it, use the same rules you have for other 
minorities. For example, if bigots don't usually get away 
with it if they hate Catholics, they can't get away with it if 
they hate gays. To put it another way, the right and 
dignities of homosexuals are not a “controversial” issue. 


4. Stereotypical people do exist, but if such a minority of 
any group receives exclusive media exposure, that's bigotry. 
Until a broad spectrum of the gay community has been 
stressed on film, and the stereotypes are put in perspective, 
the use of stereotypes is damaging. 
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5. Homosexuality is a natural variant of human sexuality. 
It is not an illness, nor is it a "problem" for the vast 
majority of gays who are pleased and happy to be what 
they are. If all blacks (or Jews, Irish, Chicanos, etc.) were 
presented as anguished, oddball or insane, blacks (etc.) 
would be angry. Gays are angry. 

6. If you are doing a drama, comedy, talk show or 
whatever about homosexuality or gay characters, you have 
an obligation to do your homework and to free yourself of 
the myths. 

7. There is a wide variety of available themes concerning 
the place of homosexuality in contemporary society and 
the range of gay relationships and lifestyles, and many of 
these can provide viable entertainment for a broad public. 
Gay people do not want to return to media invisibility. 

B. A permanent board of consultants, consisting of gay 
women and men (including knowledgable professionals in а 
variety of fields) is now available to the industry. But there 
are gay people all around you in your job. It's up to you to 
provide the climate in which they feel free to speak out. 
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Watch for it. This particular episode has been tenta- 
tively entitled "The Ripper." It's the first positive 
television show about gays, written under the direc- 
tion of radical gays. 

In addition to this show, the task force had two 
other successful actions. Once concerned the movie 
“Тһе Laughing Policeman.” (See review in December 
1973 Lesbian Tide.) This movie was blatantly anti- 
дау, in addition to being anti-black, anti-Chinese, and 
anti-woman. The gay community was not organized 
enough to prevent 20th Century Fox from releasing 
this $3.5 million movie. But the Task Force was able 
to prevent any publicity concerning the picture that 
would have been detrimental to gays. In all the ad- 
vance publicity, including the appearance on talk 
shows of several of the stars, nothing has been said 
about gays, ""homosexuals", or anything else which 
would project to the public any anti-gay sentiments 
(e.g. “Homicidal homosexual murders hundreds"). 

On November 21, the Task Force organized a pic- 
ket in front of a movie theatre in Hollywood that was 
showing an anti-gay movie called "So Long, Blue 
Boy." Not only was the movie about "sickies and 
dirties" who die in the end, but the advertising for 
the movie was blatantly anti-gay. First the ad quoted 
from a review of the show in the Advocate, a bi- 
weekly gay newspaper, saying, "This movie will set 
back public acceptance of homosexuality 50 years.” 
The ad then went on to quote from Espada which 
had applauded the movie as “ап honest character 
study." One member of the task force tried to find 
out what Espada was, and could find no listing of 
such a publication anywhere. Apparently the adverti- 
ser just made up the quote and the publication in 
order to justify that the movie was “‘correct’’ in being 
anti-gay. 


About 25 people showed up for the two-hour pic- 
ket. In that time, picketors were harassed by the po- 
lice, the theater manager, and several other unidenti- 
fied men. The movie did not close down immediately, 
but the next ad in the newspapers was entirely diffe- 
rent, and had dropped its anti-gay propaganda. Again, 
the task force was not strong enough to close the 
movie (it later closed down by reason of its own in- 
ability to draw crowds), but anti-gay statements were 
forced out of the newspapers. 

Fox, Screen Gems, and other media members are 
coming to the task force now because the gay com- 
munity is organized. They do not want gays to inter- 
rupt their Dick Cavett show (see "Lesbians Zap Dick 
Сауе”) or picket their movie, so whenever they have 
to, they will listen to gays and often abide by gay 
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Picket theatre showing of “So Long, Blue Boy” 


demands. The media is one of the biggest oppressors 
of gays, but if approached by an organized gay com- 
munity with solid demands, the media could become 
one of our biggest aids in reaching our sisters and 
brothers as well as straight society. | suggest it be- 
come a top priority target for Lesbian and other gay 


activists. Ж 


907 FM 


SISTERS 


11:00 p.m. to midnight 


Listen to: 


LESBI: 


the first Tuesday of each month 


moderator: Barbara Mc Lean 
co-producers: 


Pat Greene, Barbara Mc Lean 
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OPINION: An Ending and a Beginning 


WESTSIDE WOMEN'S CENTER MOVES 


by Rita A. Goldberger 


"To the Westside Women's Center" has been 
my answer for a year and a half whenever | heard the 
cry, "Where have all the women gone?” The Women's 
Center on Crenshaw closed in the summer of '72, 
after three years of operation. The reason was apathy 
and lack of funds. The remaining loyal activists 
moved out to Venice, a beach community thirty 
miles west of Los Angeles, and became a part of the 
already growing Westside Women's Center. “Тһеге, in 
Venice," we were told," was the women's 
community. There was where the movement 
belonged.” 

Then why did | find only twenty-five women at 
the December 2nd meeting at the Westside Center, an 
important meeting called to discuss the closing of 
that Center and whether or not to open a smaller 
center. | wondered, could these 25 women be the 
only sisters left who cared about the Lesbian 
Feminists, the rape crises hotline, the Radical 
Therapists, the women's liberation school, and every 
other organization that operated out of the Westside 
Center? 

The answer, | discovered, was “по.” There were 
many sisters around who still cared very deeply about 
the women's movement, but they had withdrawn 
support for the Center. Why? 

One clear reason was money. The Center, located 
in a just-off-the-beach, 2-bedroom house with huge 
glass windows and doors and a good-sized parking lot, 
cost them close to $400 a month. All their energy, 
which should have gone into the women's movement, 
had been poured into and drained by fundraising. 

The December 2nd meeting was called because the 
November/December rent was behind $50, and there 
seemed no hope of raising an additional $350 for 
December/January. One sister seemed to express the 
general feeling in the room when she said, “I am 
willing to work for a $150/month center but | am not 
willing to put any more energy into this one. It's like 
a load on my Баск.” 

But the Westside Center's problem clearly was not 
just money. Again and again sisters at the meeting 
worried, “Тһе Center's just not bustling’; “Not a lot 
of things go оп”; “I never staff any more because | 
get bored". The Center was seldom open, and only a 
few women were committed to answering the phone. 
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Because of this inactivity, more sisters continued, to 
"drop out." Why were so few women putting their 
energies into the Center? Why hadn't scores of new 
women flocked to the Westside Center? | was 
dismayed at one sister's explanation when these 
questions were asked at the December 2nd meeting. 
She said, “It’s not a defeat that we couldn't make the 
movement grow. We (the Westside Center activists) 
can't accept all that guilt tor defeat. It's all those 
other women that didn't help. We did our best." 

Who is responsible for building the movement? The 
isolated, underpaid secretary who knows us as 
"bra-burning freaks" because she only reads the local 
daily newspaper? Or the housewife who thinks she is 
mentally ill because she hates washing diapers? Or the 
divorced woman who spends all her time trying to 
pay the rent and buy food and clothes for three 
children on what she gets from welfare? No one will 
get these sisters into the women's movement but us, 
the activists. It is our responsibility to reach them and 
show them what they have to gain by working for an 
end to their oppression as women. No one else will. 

Or perhaps the movement should depend on 
women who have been active before, but dropped out 
for personal or political reasons? We can become 
morally outraged all we want at these sisters' lack of 
commitment, but this attitude will not free one 
woman. 

The only persons that the women's movement has, 
now or any other time, is us, the activists. Our 
numbers and faces may change, but whether we 
number five or five million, we hold the responsibility 
for continuint the movement, bringing new women 
into it, and building up the numbers of activists. A 
movement is not a perpetual motion machine we can 
plug in once and then forget. There are a lot of 
powerful people in this society who benefit from our 
oppression, and they are doing all they can to slow it 
down or stop it. They will succeed if we are not 
constantly putting our energy into the movement to 
keep it going. 

The Westside Center was closed, or rather moved 
to a smaller place, for the same reasons the Crenshaw 
Center closed. | think the Westside sisters have 
learned that the movement cannot be confined to 
following around a small group of activists, wherever 
they decide to go. The movement must grow, or it 
will stagnate and die. Only the activists can insure 
that it will grow. 


Continued on Page 19 


LESBIAN TIDE 


CLORIA STEINEM: 


"I'm Tired Of Hearing Myself 


Edited by Barbara Gehrke and Jeanne Cordova 

(The following interview was taped on the way to 
L.A. International Airport following Ms. Steinem's 
October 1973 address at the Orange County Bar 
Association's, "Boss-Secretary Пау.”) 


Jeanne: In her recent speech “Тһе Fear Within", Ivy 
Bottini told a California N.O.W. audience that she felt 
“the second wave of feminism...was stuck...in the 
domain of civil rights." In her speech, Ivy called for 
“the beginning...of the Third Wave, a final tidal wave 
to sweep away a// barriers between the sexes." Many 
others are also saying the Second Wave is peaked out, 
crested out on a theoretical level. Women are still in 
the trenches doing civil rights work but it appears to 
me that the theoretical upsurge has peaked. 

Gloria: | think thats true in a way. The initial 


lation i 
revelation $79" l "we NEED MORE FEMINIST 


PHILOSOPHERS" 


less, the case, although everday there are women 
continuing to have it. | think we need more feminist 
philosophers. No one is ever going to believe that we 
aren't mere imitators until we have written down 
ideas of what the future could be like. 

Jeanne: Like Firestone's Dialectic of Sex? 

Gloria: That's close to it, but Firestone's book is 
essentially a readaptation of a Marxist tool with the 
additional idea of children as a class. 


Jeanne: Why do you think we don't have more 
feminist philosophers? 

Gloria: There are a couple of reasons. We are so 
unable to control our own lives, the idea of 
controlling the future doesn't even occur to us. 
Unfortunately, it occurs to men all the time. They are 
into Utopia and telling us what's good for us. We 
don't want to go all the way over to that. Any kind 
of feminist Utopia will have to be very flexible 
because that is implied by our nature. A lot of safety 
valves would be built into it. To many feminists, it 
seems a luxury to think about the future because 
we're so desperate in the present. 
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Jeanne: Do you think the Second Wave has said all it 
has to say at this time? 

Gloria: No, | think we're ready now, we've had 
enormous and creative insights into what's wrong 
with society around us. We should be able to say how 
it could be. We should be able to look at the rallies 
and women's culture and pick out what we want to 
preserve. 

Jeanne: Will we really do that? 

Gloria: | hope so. I think people are really hungry for 


it W 
it. Women stop Fs THERE ANY REAL WORK 
FOR A FEMINIST ECONOMIST 


into the MS. office every once in awhile coming from 
this or that conference and sooner or later they 
almost always ask, “15 there any real work for a 
feminist economist?" “Is there a book about how it 
all could be done?" 


sisterbood 
bookstore 


feminist & non-sexist 
children’s books 


TWO LOCATIONS 


1351 Westwood Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Ca. 
477 - 7300 


The Women's Building 
743 S. Grandview 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90057 


Jeanne: Do you think the Movement is going in a new 
direction? 

Gloria: | think it's focusing on survival issues more. 
We had our flurry of a political year (1972: NWPC, 
McGovern, Chilsholm) which may or may not have 
helped. It was at least a consciousness-raising exercise. 
І don't know if it helped. 

Jeanne: You're talking about your role with 
McGovern (Ms. Steinem campaigned heavily for the 
Democratic Nominee)? 

Gloria: Yes, who knows. But now that that's over, | 
think we're concentrating on economic issues and 
alternate structures. Things like The Tide, The 
Majority Report. 

Jeanne: Do you think this is healthy? 

Gloria: Yes, I really do. 

Jeanne: The Furies, the only distinctly lesbian 
theoretical newspaper, folded 6 months ago. | think 
it's cessation was reflective of the switch from a 
theory to services orientation in the Feminist and 
Lesbian Movements. Do you think that the switch is 
healthy? 

Gloria: We should be able to do both. | mean, I’m 
really getting tired of hearing myself! | would like to 
learn more. | would like to just sit down for a year 
and talk to other people, read and think. We keep 
saying the same things over and over but we would 
also like to have the luxury of expanding and learning 
and working out how the future might be. 


“HOW DARE SHE? SHE'S ONLY 


A WOMAN LIKE ME.” 


Jeanne: The July 1973 issue of Esquire magazine 
carried the article, “Foremothers” in which author 
Sara Davidson talks about “horizontal hostility in the 
Women's Movement." In it, she interviews Ti-Grace 
Atkinson, Marilyn Webb, Kate Millet and Susan 
Brownmiller. Davidson quotes them all as saying they 
have in some ways left the Movement, tired, 
exhausted, victims of horizontal hostility. 

Gloria: | don't think the hostility is between say, 
Shulamith Firestone and Kate, or Kate and | ...with 
the exception of Betty Freidan, that's no problem. 
The problem is that we women still don't like 
ourselves so much so that we say to any woman who 
is recognized in some public way, "How dare she? 
She's only a woman like me.” There is the hostility. 


Jeanne: After the Lesbian Conference (April 1973), ! 
left the Movement for several months because of the 
tremendous hostility. There was a huge power, 
bickering struggle. Whatever side of the 
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eritized/critizing fence I’m on, | keep trying to find 
constructive avenues of expression. I'm wondering 
what more can be done about this. 
Gloria: | think we have to sort out what's good and 
what's bad. We can't penalize the people who are 
active. At the same time, we have to make them 
responsible to the group. 
Jeanne: How do you handle it? 
Gloria: It's a little easier for me. It's harder on 
women whose total identity comes from the 
Movement. Somehow if you've had a profession 
before (Ms. Steinem was an established journalist 
before entering the Movement) it's not quite so hard. 
But a woman who has never been able to be herself, 
to accomplish or to aspire, gets into the Movement 
and for the first time, she can. So one of two things 
happen. If she's like an old style Betty Freidan 
person, she may go power-crazy because it's the first 
time in her life she's had a chance to express herself. 
Or ifit'sa 
"I'VE BEEN SHIT ALL MY LIFE SO 
EVERYONE ELSE IS 


GOING TO BE SHIT, TOO" 


younger or out-of-the-male-left kind of person, then 
the version is, ‘‘I’ve been shit all my life so everyone 
else is going to be shit, too. No last names, no credit, 
communal everything." Somehow between these two 
extremes, we have to find a way of separating those 
things that can be done collectively from those which 
have to be done individually. You can't write poetry 
or edit communally. 

Jeanne: Do you thknk this kind of hostility has had a 
negative effect on the Movement to any appreciable 
degree? 

Gloria: Yes, it's destroyed some individuals who were 
important assets. 

Jeanne: Some people think we keep our leaders 
responsible if we destroy a few along the way. 

Gloria: | think we have to be more careful. We have 
to keep them responsible, and | also think it doesn't 
matter if you get kicked in the pants when you 
deserve to get kicked in the pants. | think that's good. 
But when it really becomes just discouraging is when 
you work your heart out and then are critized on top 
of that. | had that type of experience when | was in 
the NWPC Caucus. It was very hard and | don't think 
| would want to re-do it. 

Jeanne: Do you think criticism when there are 
political differences is justified? 

Gloria: That's important, that we can't do without. 
This solidarity that we try to present is sickening. 


Continued on Page 18 
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LESBIANS FIGHT FOR JOBS —CHILDREN 


by Rita A. Goldberger 


Los Angeles 

On Friday, December 7, 1973, you might have 
been out at a bar or party. On that day, Anna Marie 
Nunes was fired from her job because she is a 
Lesbian. Five days later, on Wednesday, December 
12, you might have been at home watching a 
television movie called "Message to My Daughter.” 
On that day, Lynda Chaffin had her two daughters 
taken away from her because she is a Lesbian. 

Nunes was denied her job on the grounds of 
“national security.” For her, the trials started in 
1968. She had been working for Transco Products, 
Inc., in Venice, California, since 1964. She had a 
"Confidential" security clearance. In 1968, unknown 
to Nunes, her boss recommended her for a 
promotion, which included a higher security 
clearance. A secret investigation was done into her 
background to see if she was eligible for such a 
classification. During the investigation, her 
Lesbianism was discovered. Nunes was called in for 
questioning by the investigators, and asked if she was 
a Lesbian. Nunes did not feel there was any need to 
deny her lifestyle. “I’ve never hidden it,” she said in 
an interview with the Lesbian Tide. “1 felt that if | 
was honest, no one could blackmail me. | thought 
that was why they were concerned." She was wrong. 
Not only was the higher classification denied her, but 
her “Confidential” clearance was taken away. 

Nunes felt this decision was unjust, and hired a 
lawyer to appeal the decision. As it turned out, her 
lawyer wasn't sympathetic to her cause as she was led 
to believe, and he did little or nothing to help her. 
She lost her case, and did not have the money to 
appeal the decision. In spite of this, Transco kept her 
on as an employee until an accident in 1971. 

Recently, Nunes found out about a job at Hughes 
Aircraft. She applied, but answered “по” when asked 
if she had ever had a security clearance denied, 
knowing that she would not get the job if she was 
honest. When a security investigation was done on her 
for the Hughes job, the 1968 decision was discovered, 
and Hughes informed her she could not stay. 

Chaffin has two daughters, ages 13 and 11. She was 
divorced from her husband in 1962 in Idaho, and 
granted custody of the children. In 1967 she moved 
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to Los Angeles. Because of many problems, including 
pneumonia and a heart attack experienced by 
Chaffin, she and her parents decided to have the 
children stay with Chaffin's parents during the school 
year, in Washington, and with Chaffin during the 
summer, in California. This arrangement was to 
continue until Chaffin was able to care for them 
full-time. In the summer of 1969, she told her parents 
she was a Lesbian, and they seemed to accept her new 
lifestyle. But that November, unknown to her, her 
parents went to Idaho, told the courts a few lies, 
including that Chaffin had abandoned her children, 
and got a court order granting them legal custody of 
the two daughters. Chaffin was never informed of this 
action, and every summer she continued to have the 
children with her, looking forward to the day when 
she could have them full-time. 

This last summer, in 1973, Chaffin felt she was 
financially and physically able to take care of her 
daughters. Both of them wanted to stay with her, and 
Chaffin's parents agreed over the phone that the 
children would not return to Washington in the fall. 
But several days after this phone conversation, 
Chaffin received a letter ordering her to relinquish 
custody of her children. The letter contained a copy 
of the Idaho custody order, the first she had heard of 
it. 

On December 12, a Torrance, California, court 
declared Chaffin an unfit mother because of her 
Lesbianism, and ordered her to turn the children over 
to her parents. The children refuse to go back with 
their grandparents, and want to stay with their 
mother. 


Both Chaffin and Nunes intend to appeal their 
decisions: Chaffin to regain custody of her children, 
and Nunes to reverse the decision denying her a 
security clearance. If they win, their decisions will set 
tremendous precedents for Lesbians concerning job 
and child custody rights. 

Both women are willing to take their cases all the 
way to the Supreme Court, if necessary. But such 
fights will take community support and lots of 
money. A defense committee is forming in Los 
Angeles for these sisters. The first meeting will be 
January 5. For details concerning the time and place, 
or to offer your help, including money, contact 
Country at (213) 661-2746. Further information, 
including interviews with Chaffin and Nunes, will be 
included in the February Lesbian Tide. А 
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Confessions of a Reformed Victim 


Karla Jay, New York Correspondent 


1 used to be the absolute victim. | was attacked 
countless times and never raised a pinky. | was 
brought up to be passive and sent to finishing school 
to ensure my “femininity.” And for years it worked. 
Of course, | have magnetism: people spill drinks on 
me at parties; I’m always next to the lady with the 
black, dripping umbrella in the subway; taxis rush 
over to splash water on my coat; and | get picked for 
jury duty five times a year. Moreover, | knew even 
from my earliest childhood that | had a career in 
front of me as a victim. | was the child who always 
got caught in games of hide-and-seek, who always 
rang the wrong doorbell on Halloween, who always 
ate the rotten tuna sandwich in the school cafeteria. 
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Any doubts | had about my future as a victim were 
earased at the age of ten when | was attacked by a 
gang of girls in Brooklyn. | was standing about a 
block from my house when suddenly | realized that | 
was surrounded by six unknown faces. |t seems that 
these girls were wandering around Brooklyn looking 
for a rumble, and when they couldn't find one, they 
stumbled upon the next best thing — me. It was a 
victim's dream. | stood there while all six of them 
simultaneously showered curses upon me. | must ad- 
mit | was really impressed by their articulation of 
words | had seen only on the walls of the bathroom 
at school, but when they pushed me around, started 
to burn me with lit cigarettes, and whipped out their 
switchblades, | realized that if | were going to live to 
be a victim another day, it was time to make a move. 
And move | did, straight to my house, and | ranas | 
had never done in the school gym. 

About eight years later, | moved to Manhattan. 
Although | was not attacked in the intervening years, 
little incidents such as getting a rock in a can of 
stringbeans, standing next to several mashers on the 
subway, and getting “breathers” at three o'clock іп 
the morning on the phone assured me that they were 
still out to get me. 

And then, within one month | was attacked twice. 
The first one was rather routine: A man started to 
climb in my window about four o'clock in the mor- 
ning but fled when | screamed. The second attack 
showed more daring. | was lying in bed one afternoon 
with my contact lenses out. | heard something crash 
near the window. Cursing my cat, | got up and went 
over to see what he had broken this time. With my 
marvelous vision (not only can't | see the letter “Е”, 
but you have to point me at the chart), | didn't see 
anything broken on the floor. | looked up, and about 
a foot away, outside the window was this foggy form 
| assumed was a man. | peered even closer to make 
sure it wasn't something | was hallucinating. Nope, it 
was a man all right. But why was he staring at me so 
intently? | realized іп a flash that | sleep in the raw 
and had no clothes on! 

Immediately | went into my role of victim. In a 
Botticellian gesture of modesty, | managed to cover 
both my breasts at once. He reached out with his 
knife to stab me, but even with my dim vision, | 
certainly saw that coming and weakly raised my right 
knee in self-defense. Taking my cue from old Dragnet 
reruns, | screamed: “Help! Police! Murder!" in my 
loudest victimized voice. My assailant apparently ac- 
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cepted this move as a checkmate and scampered back 
down the fire escape. 

As a helpless victim, | naturally called the cops and 
managed to pull on some clothes, but when | couldn't 
describe the attacker at all because of my poor vision, 
the pigs wrote the whole incident off as a bad acid 
trip. It was only after they left that | realized that 
blood was dripping out of my pants and | had been 


stabbed in the knee. | usd 
| was still recovering from this incident when | was 


attacked by a gang of minimuggers on my way to 
Central Park. | was peddling along in first gear on my 
new red bicycle (red bikes are definitely the best for 
attracting the wandering attention of muggers) when 
| spotted a gang of six boys in my rearview mirror 
(which, incidentally, is a fine invention for bike riders 
who like to watch themselves being smashed by taxi 
drivers). When the boys peddled towards me, | did 
the natural “feminine” things. Yes, folks, | switched 
into third gear and peddled as fast as my legs could 
revolve. The chase sequence rivaled any banal Western 
in which the Indians pursue the slower wagon trains 
across the prairie, but unfortunately | was totally 
alone peddling my way over sewer covers, empty beer 
cans, broken glass, and drunken pedestrians. As 
you've probably guessed, unlike the Westerns in 
which the cavalry comes in just in the nick of time, 
there wasn't a cop in sight. As my leg muscles gave 
one last gasp, one of the boys pulled in front of me, 
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cut me off on my bike, and with the jolt sent me 
aloft and down a flight of stairs, which was conve- 
niently waiting for me on the other side of the car. 

“Live a New York City life, die a New York City 
death,” | thought with resignation, as | felt my bones 
crunch under me. However, | was miraculously saved 
because | had peddled onto another gang's “turf” and 
while the two gangs fought, my bike and | were car- 
ried off by some adults. 

While | was still recovering from partial paralysis 
(my spine was fractured), | joined a Redstockings 
consciousness-raising group and realized that my pro- 
blem, although certainly a larger one than most wo- 
men have, was not unique and that my attitude was 
part of careful sex-programming on society's part. 
Nevertheless, | still didn't know the answer to my 
plight, and the solution came only as a natural reac- 
tion when | was attacked again. This time a man in a 
tan trenchcoat followed me into the elevator. As | 
went to leave the elevator, he grabbed my ass, but | 
walked out, ignoring him. When | reached the door of 
my apartment, | felt a presence behind me and turned 
to see my fellow passenger coming at me with his 
arms extended in front of him. This move, | assumed, 
meant he was going to choke me in preparation for 
something else. | didn't even want to contemplate 
something else. 


But suddenly, | felt something very strange hap- 
pening inside me: It was RAGE. Maybe the rage was a 
hangover from my Redstockings CR group. All | 
know is that | thought: "Damn it! I'm being attacked 
again." | was really furious, so outraged that | could 
not fall into my victim role. Instead, | turned to face 
him - and raising my left leg and right arm, | 
screamed “Bonzai!” and ran at him. My assailant's 
face turned ashen, and he fled. Still screaming all the 
Japanese | had learned from watching Hai Karate 
commercials on television, | chased him down the 
stairs and out of the building. 

When | returned to my apartment, | realized that | 
knew no karate whatever. In my haste, | had forgot- 
ten that small detail. | panicked in retrospect, reali- 
zing that should | have hit the creep, my hand would 
probably have been smashed to smithereens. | also 
realized that | had ruined my career as a victim: | had 
refused to cower and play my role. More than that, | 
realized that | no longer would allow myself to be a 
victim, and | would therefore have to find something 
surer than imitating TV commercials to protect my- 
self. 


Continued on Page 24 
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1 SONG Hu 


Here is the second entry of what we hope will 
be many. 


GIT YUR PICHUR ON THE COVER 
OF THE LESBIAN TIDE 


See our rulers that we dont choose, 
Like th Nixons, Fords & Agnews 
On th cover of Newsweek or Time. 


See those rith politicians 
With their privileged positions 
On th cover of th nickel & th dime. 


Warden, boss-man, pimp or pope 
Know that they dont have a hope. 
They couldnt make it even if they tried. 


They oppress th human race 
So theyll never git their face 
On th cover of th LESBIAN TIDE 


Chorus: 


Gonna git our pichur on th cover 
Gonna give 5 copies to our lovers 
Gonna see our sisters face 

on th cover of 

THE LESBIAN TIDE 


by 2-tone 


The writer says this first verse turned out sorta nega- 
tive and hopes others will do more positive lesbian 
lyrics for future songs. 


THANK YOU 
VINCENT FOWLER 


“This world was never made for one as 
beautiful as you.” 


“Vincent,” by Don McLean 
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FROM US 


ATTENTION CREATIVE SISTERS! 


We've begun a search for a new graphic symbol for 
The Lesbian Tide to be used on our stationery, in 
our ads, & in our general publicity. We would like this 
symbol to convey Lesbian strength and pride. Send us 
your work & if you would like it returned, please 
enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope. 


'SPRESS YOURSELF 


Please return the questionnaire. The Lesbian Tide 
is All of Our magazine and we need your feedback. 


COVER DYKE CONTEST 


As announced in the December Lesbian Tide, we 
have initiated a world-wide search to find the best 
parodies of the song, “Оп the Cover of the Rolling 
Stone". Sisters who have nothing else to do with their 
time (and even those who do) are encouraged to 
submit their words for the new song, “Оп the Cover 
of The Lesbian Tide". 

The winning lyrics will be printed in a future issue 
of The Lesbian Tide, and the winners will get their 
pictures on the cover of Тһе Lesbian Tide. Or if they 
don't want to be on, we will print a picture of their 
groups, their mothers, their favorite fantasy, or 
anything else. 

So all you would-be Joni Mitchells, Dory Previns 
and Laura Nyros out there, send in your entries. Be 
sure to include an address so we can contact you if 
you win. Keep a copy of your own song because we 
can't return any entries. 


NEW CORRESPONDENTS 


The Lesbian Tide encourages any woman who'd 
like to become a correspondent from your area to get 
in touch with us. You are just who we're looking for. 
We've recently added correspondents from New 
York, New Orleans, Minnesota & Santa Barbara, & 
always interested in more. 

Let us know, sisters. 


OUR MEETING NIGHT HAS CHANGED 

The Tide Collective will be meeting on Tuesday 
nights starting in January, at 8 p.m. As always, any 
sister who thinks she might be interested in working 
on The Lesbian Tide is welcome to attend. Meetings 
are at 373 No. Western, room 202, Los Angeles. Ж 
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OPINION: 
Women's Building Opens 
Mixed Emotions 


by Rita A. Goldberger 

І had mixed feelings at the opening celebration of 
the Los Angeles Women's Building. There was a lot of 
fine art, an excellent feminist bookstore, and LOTS 
of women. But | felt uncomfortable for a while until 
| figured out what was bothering me. It was the 
people. 

Most of them looked straight(pun intended) out of 
Beverly Hills. Money was in the air. The clothes, the 
cars. And there were lots of men, looking like the 
Women's Building was their place too. Which it is. 
The Women's Building is for anyone who wants to 
further the cause of women in art, buy feminist 
books, or attend feminist theater. This "openness" is 
not necessarily bad. Most of the organizations housed 
in the Women's Building are profit-making. They have 
to be to meet the rent. And profit-making means ac- 
commodating men and cultivating moneyed women. 


The Women's Building is a fine thing for what it is. 
Women have been oppressed by the male-dominated 
art world, and they do need their own place. If 
people with money are needed to further the cause of 
feminist art, and they are willing to do so, | say "right 

n." But the Women's Building did not feel to me to 
be a place where all women are welcome. | didn't feel 
welcome. | seldom feel at home around rich people, 
or in an atmosphere designed to please rich people. 


І do not mean to put down the Women's Building. 
Sisters should go there to see the art and the theater. 
| hope it is a success, and it looks like it will be. But if 
the opening is any indication of what the building 
will be like, | do not think it will come near to 
embracing the total feminist experience. A 


---------------------- 


SPECIAL EVENTS - Los Angeles 


JANUARY 1, All Women's New Year.s Dance. Women's 
Building, 8:00 pm to 2:00 pm, $2.00 d ion for 
benefit of Associated Women's Press. 


JANUARY 11, 6:30 pm, " Lesbianism and the ea 
discussion of legal issues relating to lesbianism. 
sisters welcome. 169 Loma Drive (2 blocks east oe 
Union Ave, 1 block south of Beverly) Potluck, 
629-3914 For Childcare, call 380-3180 
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INSTRUCTOR FIRED 


by Aleta Wallach 
Attorney at Law 


Susan Brown, psychology instructor at Ames 
College in Greeley, Colorado, was refused a second 
year contract in retaliation for presenting a panel on 
lesbianism to her "Psychology of Women” class. The 
panel discussion of three members of the Denver 
Lesbian Center was relevant to the subject matter of 
the course and Ms. Brown had the advance approval 
of her administrative supervisors to hold the 
discussion. The panelists responded to students’ 
questions about sex roles, employment difficulties, 
married homosexuals and childbearing. 


Ms. Brown has filed suit against Ames College, 
seeking reinstatement, back salary and $100,000 in 
damages. She contends in her brief that she was 
denied procedural due process in that she was never 
provided written reasons for her nonretention nor a 
fair hearing concerning nonrenewal of her contract. 
The brief further contends that the nonrenewal of her 
contract was accompanied with accusations 
concerning her moral character so that the 
nonrenewal imposes upon her a stigma foreclosing 
other employment opportunities in her chosen 
profession as a teacher, and thereby deprives her of 
liberty without due process of law in violation of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution. 

The National Education Association (NEA) and its 
affiliate, the Colorado Education Association, are 
supporting Federal litigation on Ms. Brown's behalf. 
In addition to legal assistance, Ms. Brown is receiving 
a loan from the NEA DuShane Emergency Fund. А 
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ПСС LOS ANGELES: 
SERVICE FOR THE DEAF 


373 N.WESTERN AVE. 
UPSTAIRS 
EVERY THUR. 8PM 
COME JOIN US FOR 


А SERVICE IN SIGN LANGUAGE 
Пор РФ Фе роо омы» 


LOL dede ee 


E 
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FILM 


REVIEW 


Battle of the Sexes 


THE AMAZON WOMEN 


OR 


(HARD HEARTED HANNAH GOES MANHUNTING) 


by Joey and Sue 


The Amazons are straight out of Vogue magazine 
with shaven armpits and arched eyebrows. They 
swoop down on a nearby peaceful farm village and 
force all the men in the camp to return and fertilize 
their wombs. This of course is a great sacrifice for the 
men. When the Amazonsare finished with the farmers 
they turn them into slaves. Right on Sisters. 

There is only one dyke in the whole ten thousand 
Amazon nation. She beats her female captives into 
submission and finishes them off by strangling them 
with her own hair. In the meantime the other Ama- 
zons are happily rolling around with the men on bear- 
skin rugs grunting and groaning іп ecstasy . . . mmm 
good. 


The Amazons are only strong when they are haras- 
sing weak farmers, so the farmers go out and find 
three real He-men who are going to go out and kill all 
ten thousand Amazons. All these he-men want in 
return is three good women and a bag of grain. 


The Musketeers become discouraged, however, 
when they go into a tent to collect their salaries and 
find three very old women. They run angrily to the 
head farmer and claim they've been cheated and want 
real women not these old used ones. They proceed to 
pick out three young women who really don't mind; 
afterall, these are he-men who are going to save the 
village so they submit willingly--some more grunting 
and groaning . . . mm good. But wait folks the story 
gets better. 


In the peaceful farm village lives the farmer's daugh- 
ter who likes to hunt and is pretty good with a sword. 
She is the authority in the village and a closet dyke if 
1 ever saw one but she doesn't know that. Freda far- 
mer is having an affair with one of the He-men so that 
makes it O.K. if she’s saucy with the sword. Anyway, 
the Amazons get ambushed by the He-men who are 
hidden in birch trees and are all killed off except the 
queen Amazon who is stabbed in the breast-plate by 
Freda farmer. 
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Hets Trash Amazons Again 


All that is left of the Amazons are their children 
who are left behind in camp to practice with wooden 
swords. After killing off their mothers, the peaceful 
farm people tried to bring the children back to camp 
with the hope that they will win their love and turn 
them into straight little ladies. However, the Amazon 
big sister gives off with a cavewoman yell which im- 
mediately sends the children running back to camp to 
grow up as terrible Amazons. 

The only thing that was worse than the acting and 
the story itself was the music and the sound effects. 
The pseudo-pseudo Latin music was the same 
throughout the picture with only an occasional beat 
on the drum which could have been someone beating 
the director or producer on the head. The sound ef- 
fects were fantastic. Everything was done as loudly as 
possible. A sword thrown in the air sounded like a 
Florida hurricane. Even the winking of an eye 
crackled like a volcano. Their three main credits went 
to the producer, the director and the sound effects 
man. My suggestion to them is to return as quickly as 
possible to their former jobs as cashiers in Chuck's 
bowling alley. Ж 


The 7/DE Collective encourages any sister, anywhere, to 
send in film reviews of interest to Lesbians and feminists. 


COMMUNICATE! 


with gay women around the world through 
Esperanto, the international language. Easier to learn 
than any national language, it can bring new friends, 
travel, new ideas and experiences. 

The International Homophile Esperanto 
Association has been formed to link gay people 
through a newsletter with pen-pal service, a referral 
service for those who want to learn Esperanto, and a 
coded remailing service to protect gay people in 
repressive countries. Inexpensive, confidential. 

Contact Ulo, 11325 Blix, North Hollywood, 
California 91602, for more information. 

EN SSE RI E 
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A Review 


THE NEW WOMEN'S SURVIVAL CATALOG 


The New Woman's Survival Catalog /s published by Coward, 
McCann & Geoghegan, Inc., and Berkley Publishing Co. (200 
Madison Ave., New York). It is available for $5.00 at your 
local feminist bookstore. The autor-editors have established a 
trust fund to return a minimum of 20% of the royalties earned 
from the Catalog to the Women's Movement. 


by Alice Bloch 


| love it. The New Woman's Survival Catalog has to 
be one of the most useful, beautiful, positive, and 
entertaining books ever printed. 

The Catalog is full of information about women's 
projects all over the U.S. and Canada. Some of the 
chapter headings are Communications, Art, Self- 
Health, Self-Defense, and Work and Money. Under 
each heading is a compendium of names, addresses, 
and descriptions of projects, with lots of photos and 
samples. At first | was upset that there was no sepa- 
rate heading for Lesbianism, but ! couldn't think of 
any lesbian projects that were omitted. Besides, the 
excellent lesbian consciousness of the author-editors 
pervades the book, and it really felt right to see les- 
bian publications included under "Communications," 
lesbian courses included under “Learning,” etc. | like 
the politics of doing it this way. 
under "Learning," etc. | like the politics of doing it 
this way. 

The information in the Catalog is nearly up-to- 
date, no small feat when you consider the rate of 
change in the women's community. The six women 
who put together the Cata/og did the whole thing in 
about five months, including traveling all over the 
continent to do first-hand research, writing, photo- 
graphing, designing, typesetting, and pasting up. 

The introduction describes the Cata/og as “а tool 
for women whose rising expectations are running into 
the wall of patriarchal privilege." | see the Cata/og as 
much more than that: a tool, yes, but also a collec- 
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tion and source of energy. | read this book from co- 
ver to cover, taking in every word and image, and I’ve 
been high ever since. | found out where to write for 
that reprint I’ve needed for months, and how to get 
in touch with women who are doing things that in- 
terest me. | saw the many ways that women have 
chosen to tackle similar projects, and | learned about 
some of the advantages and disadvantages of each 
way. | felt the possibility of doing things that I'd 
thought impossible until | saw that other women 
were doing them. 

This Catalog is the first publication I’ve ever seen 
that manages to present the entire range of women’s 
activities in a positive and supportive way. The tech- 
nical device that the author-editors use is to present 
their own description and evaluation only of the pro- 
jects that they're wildly enthusiastic about. For the 
other projects, they let the women who are actually 
doing the project speak for themselves, without ad- 
ding editorial comment. (The one exception is the 
write-up on Doubleday's “Feminist Film Program,” 
which exposes the program for the rip-off that it is.) 
Behind this technical device lies a world view that 1 
find very appealing and difficult to sustain: believing 
in the necessity and strength of all of us, in all our 
diversity. 

Thank you, sisters who made the Catalog, for con- 
veying the reality of our great diversity and our ever- 
growing strength. А 
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Фук Of Earth 
Daughters of earth, 

children of fire, 

aging faster than conceived, 

our eyes are mourning veils 

of unwiped tears. 


We blend into a common cry 
of voiced and silent rage. 


Revered and destroyed 
neither saints nor witches 
3 but called both from the selfsame mouth. 
Sanctified but excluded 
and blamed for crimes against our bodieg-- 
she is my sister. made to doubt the realness 1 
we were shooting pool. of our pain. 
i made some We long to touch each other in joy 
habitual self-derogatory when crafty rule has not turned us 
comment /joke. in confusion against ourselves. 
our eyes met. Daughters of earth, reach out 
she was furious. in silent sisterhood and lift 
your mourning veils; we alone 
by Kathy Lilith can heal our wounds. 
by bitsy angelina 
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ame mouth. 


zi 


APPROPRIATE! 


/ want to be ba-ad. 
a ba-ad dyke 


like jilljohnston 


like rap brown is 
a ba-ad nigger. 


I WANNA ВЕ IN-APP-ROP-RI-ATE! (2. 4, 6, 8) 


/ want to scream out 
and heal my rapescars. 

no more yessirs 

no more pretty smiles 

no more looking down. 
But why ат / scared to be bad? 
Why does my mouth feel full 


of razorblades and broken glass? 
22?2222???22?2??22222?2???2???? 


I'm not rap brown 
i'm stepinfetchit. 
im not jilljohnston 
i'm shirleytemple. 
I'm appropriate (2, 4, 6, 8). 
Sheeeeeeeee-it. 
by bitsy angelina 
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STEINEM, Cont. from page 8 


Jeanne: Do you mean political solidarity or human 
solidarity? 

Gloria: Both. We are so conscious of the stereotype, 
"women disagree about everything', that we make a 
blanket sisterhood and don't admit and discuss 
honest differences. 


Jeanne: On the subject of Ms. , Some women in New 
York....Oh, how should | put it... 

Glor ut it as bluntly as possible! 

Jeanne: It is said that Ms. after being founded іп and 
through the Feminist Movement has the reputation of 
being an Exclusive Club, that it shuns the radical 
elements of the Movement and prefers to think of 
itself as not that closely identified with the Feminist 
Movement. 


Gloria: Well, | hope that's not accurate. We are really 
proud of the variety that we represent; an incredible 
variety of women's experiences coming from 
education, no education, 'poor white trash, all kinds 
of people. But everyone is overworked, they (Ms. 
staff) do not always have the time to really go out 
and look for material as they should. 

Then too, there are certain skills that you need to 
run a large magazine. So, not everyone was selected 
for their feminist politics. They are all feminists but 
they are also peonle who knew about coldtype and 
linotype, etc. You have to understand that | sit there 
and get the other side (problems with putting out a 
professional magazine) all the time. Maybe I’m not 
seeing the whole picture accurately, but we often 
invite people in to talk about politics with the staff. 

It's almost as if there is a group of so-called radical 
women who, though not on purpose, try to prove 


their moral purity 
"IT PROVES THFY ARE 


MORALLY PURE 


BY NOT WRITING FOR US.” 


by wanting and needing to lose. So rather than write 
an article, or publish an anthology, they would rather 
not because it proves they are morally pure by not 
writing for us. There are five or six women we have 
asked to write articles for Ms. Their works should 
appear in the magazine. They have said, “1 can't write 
for you... my friends wouldn't like it, you are not 
sufficiently radical". We try to present a forum of 
different kinds of things in the magazine. We've had 
some really bad experiences, we've been ripped off to 
a degree. We've paid women money and money and 
money and they just go away and say, “fuck уои”. 
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That hurts because we don't have that much money 
and there are a lot of people who are working their 
asses off for very little money. They see the other 
people come in and make everyone else eat shit, and 
that's a problem. 

Jeanne: In your opinion, is Ms. a product of the 
Women's Movement? Would it be here if it weren't 
for the Movement? 

Gloria: | don't think it would be...no. | think it's a 
product of a sensibility. 

Jeanne: Two years ago, you told me, “hopefully, Ms. 
Magazine won't have to be here one day". (Nov. '71 
Lesbian Tide) 

Gloria: Yes, it wuld be nice if we could work 
ourselves out of existence. 


Jeanne: In the ‘Letters to the Editors’ column of the 
September '73 issue of Ms., the Boston Feminist for 
Lesbian Liberation states, "since September 1972, 
there has not been even a single article іп Ms. which 
even admitted the existence of lesbianism as a valid 
lifestyle for women." What is your answer to this 
criticism? 

Gloria: | don't remember that letter but what 
happens is that we get the same kinds of submissions 
all the time. Most of the articles are about ‘coming 
out. They are statements about the individual's 
personal experience; the pain, the joy and the self 
recognition of that process. They are personal 
out-pourings that don't necessarily relate to the 
reader. Also, they just aren't very well written or they 
are very repetitive. 


We try to generate other kinds of lesbian articles. 
We did “Lesbian Mothers" (Oct. ‘73 Ms.) because 
Robin came into the office singing her songs and 
carrying on. And we've done some basic pieces in the 
last two years. But lesbianism really needs to be more 
integrated into the magazine as a whole. There needs 
to be more poetry written on the lesbian assumption. 
There needs to be more political philosophy which 
incorporates lesbians. 

Jeanne: | know many L.A. Lesbians, to be blunt, 
have largely written Ms. off. 

Gloria: What do you think we should be doing? 
Jeanne: Integrating would perhaps be the ideal. The 
subject of Lesbianism is a basic aspect of feminism, 
and should be integrated as such іп a “feminist 
magazine’ rather than receive the token article every 
Ath issue on page 47. But, given that many ‘feminists’ 
and Ms. are not writing with a lesbian assumption or 
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consciousness, perhaps having a separate column 
would help bring about eventual true integration. 
That's not what is happening now, however. 

Gloria: That's the kind of pressure that we get. | 
think the letter you referred to wanted a lesbian 
column every month. The pressure we've been under 
is to have identifiable lesbian articles, yet, the feeling 
of the staff is, as with black women and other issues, 
to integrate as much as possible. We try to see to it 
that each article at least not put down any group of 
women and hopefully relate to as many different 
groups as possible. 

Jeanne: Are there Ms. editors who have a lesbian 
consciousness? 

- As we rushed to meet and almost missed her plane, 
Ms. Steinem did admit that the lesbian consciousness 
of Ms. editors was not without fault. Asked if Ms. 
would be interested in an article on the Lesbian 
Conference since they 'missed it' last spring, Ms. 
Steinem steered into her magazine's need for a lesbian 
piece which would speak about the lesbian 
community and where and how isolated women 
might find and join it. A 


UU 005 005 905060056805 «O07 e 07 c0. 


Shalom 


BETH CHAYIM CHADASHIM 


A Metropolitan Community Temple 


$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

' men 

Н 

5 Friday Evening 

à SABBATH SERVICES 
LEO BAECK TEMPLE 

8 (School Building) 

k 

$ 

: 

% 

: 

» 


1300 N. Sepulveda 
West Los Angeles 


ot m c gi 


INFORMATION: 213— 462-2597 


«до» «004 «904 «O02 «90^ c O02 «O05 DON 2902 «O02 «© «O05 «O02 9228 


JANUARY 1974 


CENTER MOVE, Cont. from page 6 


At the beginning of the December 2nd meeting | 
suggested that someone take responsibility for calling 
everyone on the Center's sustainers list, to get money 
for the new center. A sister replied, with full 
knowledge of the irony in her statement, “Тһе 
problem is to find one person who'll do it." But at 
the end of the meeting, several women volunteered to 
divide up the sustainers list and take responsibility for 
calling them. Several other sisters were 
enthusiastically planning two fundraising dances to be 
hald December 21 and 22. (One was to be all women 
and the other to be "brothers welcome.") Опе 
woman said she knew of a place in Santa Monica, 
only a few minutes away, that could be perfect for 
the new center, and she volunteered to check it out. 
A coordinating group was set up to look into the 
problems of rent and moving. A meeting was set for 
the next week to make final decisions. Most of the 
women at the meeting were assuming some 
responsibility for the moving of the new center, 
rather than making up reasons why it wouldn't work, 
or complaining that other people should be doing the 
work. 

Our movement is over four years old, and a lot of 
us have been around it almost that long. We may 
make mistakes, and repeat them often, but none of us 
are willing to let the movement die. The Westside 
women see the new center, not as a defeat, but as a 
new beginning. If sisters at the Westside, and sisters 
everywhere, will re-dedicate themselves to the early 
ideals of feminism, of reaching out and involving new 
sisters, this may be s time we have to start over. 
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SEXISM IN TEXT BOOKS 


The Presumption of 


Heterosexuality 


by 
Aleta Wallach 
ictum eb vy 


SAVE THIS CHILD 


The issue of sexism in textbooks has become of great 
concern to me. | am worried not because sexism in 
textbooks and children’s trade books exists and is 
ignored, but rather because of the way in which 
correction of this injustice is conceived and the 
direction this correction seems to be taking. 

| want first to describe some of the recently organi- 
zed remedial actions and their present focus on the eli- 
mination of sexism in textbooks. Then | will suggest 
that the current remedial vision is too narrow, contem- 
plates symptomatic relief only, and lacks both systema- 
tic analysis and feminist theory. Instead of defining 
what sexism in textbooks is and how it relates to the 
overall sexism in society, concerned persons are urging 
only that blatant insults be removed, even though such 
removal will not necessarily eliminate textbook sexism. 
This manner of proceeding lacks any far reaching con- 
ception of what eradication of textbook sexism entails, 
because it focuses on the books, and not on the deeper 
nature of sexism itself, on one of the many loci of the 
illness’ appearance rather than upon the malignancy. 
Thus the first step toward a systematic approach to eli- 
minating textbook sexism is a working definition of 
sexism. For the purpose of further discussion | use the 
term “sexism” (as we know it in this society) to mean 
the establishment, exploitation and perpetuation of the 
absence of freedom and self-determination in the female 
sex by the male sex in order to vest absolute power and 
self-determination in itself. 
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The Carnegie Corporation of New York just granted 
$160,000 to the Council on Interracial Books for 
Children for the purpose of eliminating racial and sexual 
bias in children's trade books and elementary and 
secondary textbooks. Under the grant the Council will 
create (1) a curriculum that will enable teachers to 
evaluate textbooks or incorrect or negative portrayals of 
minorities and women and (2) a syllabus and 
supplementary materials for a college course on 
identifying racial and sexual stereotyping in the school 
curriculum. 

The Council has stated that a variety of methods will 
be used to reveal racial and sexual bias “from counting 
the numbers of non-whites who appear in textbook 
illustrations, observing whether or not they are shown in 
subservient roles, to seeing whether minorities are 
indexed in textbooks in their own rights or because they 
present a 'problem, to more subtle questions of 
stereotypes, distortions of fact and historical 
ommissions." The Council intends to rate and compare 
textbooks with other books on a numerical scale and 
pilot test the criteria before distributing it to potential 
users, such as textbook adoption agencies, minority and 
women's organizations, teachers' organizations, teachers 
trainers and school librarians. In addition the grant will 
enable the Council to conduct seminars and workshops 
for teachers, administrators, textbook publishers and 
librarians to increase their awareness of textbook bias. 


On September TONES 13th, 1973, the House 
Subcommittee on Equal Opportunities met to again 
consider Representative Patsy Mink's Women's 
Educational Equity Act, H.R. 208.2 Witnesses 
(including legislators, textbook publishers, educational 
consulting groups and a feminist educator) emphasized 
the need for change, specifically the adoption and 
enforcement of the Act, which would authorize the 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare to make 
grants available to develop non-sexist curriculum and 
texts and extra-curricular programs designed to achieve 
educational equity for all students, regardless of sex. 

Representative William Lehman, Democrat from 
Florida, urged federal assistance in changing textbook 
inequities. Allene Dietrich of the Committee to Study 
Sex Discrimination in the public schools of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, criticized the United States educational 
system for creating and maintaining unequal and false 
representation of sex roles, saying, “Тһе portrayal of 
socially desirable goals and the demonstration of limits 
set by the social order which appear in textbooks 
influence children's ideas and expectations regarding 
how girls and boys, women and men, do and should 
participate in American life.” 
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Most of the witnesses were optimistic that 
"necessary" change was and would continue to be made 
in eliminating sexism from textbooks. In this 
connection Dr. Estelle Ramey of the Georgetown 
University School of Medicine stated that her medical 
School! associates and other medical and graduate 
professors throughout the country fully support her 
effort to influence the selection of non-sexist textbooks 
and to discredit sexist ones ‘‘which insult the integrity 
of those in the medical and science professions.” 
According to Anne Ladky, editor at Scott, Foresman & 
Co., the major publisher of textbooks and related 
educational material, in support of the 1973 Women’s 
Educational Equity Act's goals, Scott has already begun 
the elimination of sex-stereotyping in all their books. 
Within five years most of Scott's publications should be 
changed to include "equal representation of sex roles.” 

It is evident, then, that action to eliminate sexism in 
textbooks and children's trade books is well underway 
and in a spirit of surprising cooperation. The question in 
my mind is what does "'non-sexist" mean and who is to 
be the determiner? And what is the content of that 
change which some are denoting "necessary" while 
assuring us that it is occurring and will continue to 
occur voluntarily? Surely not merely ''equal 
representation of sex roles” as Ladky suggests. 

It seems to be assumed, without inquiry and as а 
mindless forgone conclusion, that the way to convert 
sexist textbooks into non-sexist ones is to equalize the 
number of times girls and women and boys and men 
appear in these books, to eradicate role distribution on 
the basis of sex stereotypes and to correct distortions of 
fact and historical omissions. Тһе use of sexist books 
to indoctrinate women to submissive and 
male-dependent attitudes and feelings constitutes in my 
mind a great crime against generations of women, 
depriving them of their full female and human potential, 
and | agree that these remedial steps are mandatory and 
long overdue. But | want to argue that the institution of 
these remedial steps alone, without more, will fail to 
achieve the purported goal: non-sexist textbooks. 
Moreover, if we permit these reformers to effect this 
token facelift under the guise of a real and total solution 
we will likely find resistance from those quarters now so 


I COULO NOT 
POSSIBLY CARE LESS; 


JANUARY 1974 


anxious to please to future changes required to finish 
the job they have begun. The main interest of publishers 
is profit and it is costly to rewrite textbooks once 
(though cheaper, perhaps, than defending a 
sex-discrimination suit); twice is not a realistic 
expectation, especially when the momentum for change 
is undercut by the first rewrite. And we should not be 
unaware that the implementation of the kinds of 
changes in textbooks now being voluntarily 
contemplated would be sufficient to satisfy the 
presently conceived standard of constitutional equal 
protection applicable to sex discrimination and the 
presently conceived content of the federal statutory and 
executive prohibitions against sex discrimination. Thus 
any agitation for change subsequent to the implementa- 
tion of these contemplated changes would be without 


legal teeth. 
ШІ 


Although the changes in children's books that people 
are now clamoring for will improve the occupational 
distribution of the sexes, they will not alter the image 
that а// women are incomplete persons if not somehow 
attached to a man. Occupational redistribution, and the 
portrayal of women as more frequent and more impor- 
tant characters, will not alter the deeper sexism that 
textbooks contain: the refusal to acknowledge that, al- 
though some women may chose to relate to men, others 
may choose self-sufficient individualism - celibacy -- 
while yet others may choose to relate exclusively to 
women -- lesbianism. By ignoring lesbianism and celi- 
bacy as viable life-styles textbooks and children’s trade 
books deny girls and women the option of conceiving of 
themselves as free and complete individuals and thereby 
these books propagandize girls and women into hetero- 
sexuality: into male enclaves. To the extent that the 
new books do not intend to eliminate this important 
bias they will be as fundamentally sexist as the present 
books, having made only superficial (but not unimpor- 
tant) changes. 

Until women have power over the conditions of their 
own lives they will have nothing to bargain with. 
Women can gain power over their own lives 
(self-determination) through separatism. But unless 
separatism becomes a realistic option for women, female 
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separatism cannot become a threat and women's needs, 
not able to be self-met, can continue to be ignored by 
men, who are presently the only ones who can satisfy 
women's needs because only they have the power to do 
so. Men, however, are powerful exactly because they 
control their own lives. As long as men can be smug in 
the idea that women need them (to satisfy women's 
own needs) and, therefore, will always choose to put 
personal, emotional, sexual and economic (labor) energy 
into them, men know that no matter what they do they 
will have women, and thus have power. The given of 
their world is the male-female relationship, which is 
never doubted. In this context it becomes possible for 
men to make token concessions to women-such as 
altering the traditional division of labor and accepting 
women's right to choose a career and 
marriage/motherhood (and permitting these changes to 
be reflected in children's books). But that is just the 
point. These changes in sex role are acceptable precisely 
because they do not alter sex role in any essential 
fashion; these changes occur within the limit of the 
given: the  male-dependent female relationship. 
Augmentation of women's lifestyles is not threatening 
as long as women have first chosen men. 


Ry - 4 JUST Ca! 
Fland it- ever 


But what if women choose lifestyles centered around 
other women (lesbianism) or themselves (celibacy) and 
exclude men altogether? This far men are not willing to 
let women go and such is the indicium of men’s residual 
power under the new regime. The option of women 
choosing women, or themselves, and rejecting men is so 


objectionable that it will not appear even hypothetically 
in these new, “поп-зехізі”” textbooks, because men still 
control the textbooks and control us. The new text- 
books and children's trade books will merely reflect a 
less blatant (and, therefore, more dangerous) domin- 
ation, but it is domination no less: the limit set by men 
on our freedom remains the confine of the male-female 
relationship. 


Because, as Ms. Dietrich said, the portrayal of socially 
desirable goals and the demonstration of limits set by 
the social order which appear in textbooks influence 
children's ideas and expectations regarding how girls and 
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boys, women and men, do and should participate in 
American life, it is important not only that these books 
cease to represent women as subservient to men but that 
they also offer women role models that are not 
relational to men. What this entails is that not only shall 
roles not be represented along sexual classifications 
(which men are volunteering to effectuate) but also that 
women must be seen in lesbian and celibate 
lifestyles as well as in nuclear-family lifestyle. Marriage 
and motherhood as traditionally known must be 
presented as one of several lifestyle options open to girls 
and women. 

Only when children can learn from their books that 
girls and women may or may not choose a lifestyle 
inclusive of a man, that the nuclear family is not 
axiomatic or necessarily desirable and that lesbianism 
and celibacy are viable alternatives, will the presumption 
of heterosexuality vanish as an oppressive 
propagandistic tool, and with it the colonization and 
domination by men of women as a class. Only then will 
men have to meet women, if at all, on mutual terms 
and without expectation of power and control. Inherent 
in the idea of heterosexuality and nuclear family is 
women's essential dependence upon men which gives 
men ultimate power over our lives. To the extent that 
some girls and women can discover through non-biased 
textbook representation of a variety of female lifestyle 
models that this dependence is not essential, and does 
not necessarily exist independent of culculated 
patriarchal propaganda designed to instill it, these 
textbooks are critical agents of women's liberation. And 
yet historically and presently they are controlled by 
men. 


from AIN'T | A WOMAN 
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IV 1. These facts are summarized from 
"Carnegie Corporation Grant Supports Study of Biases 


1 am not now suggesting that these books should be in Children's Books", Women Today, vol. I!!-no. 19, p. 
counter-propaganda (exclusively portray girls and 2, Sept. 17, 1973. 
women in all-women and women-defined lifestyles) 2. These facts are summarized from “Testimony on 
although | think | could argue pursuasively for that Women's Educational Equity Act," Women Today, vol. 
position. | only urge that in these books girls and пк 20; pp; te Gotober-T)T9 TS, 


women be let free of crippling male relational roles and A 


be "allowed" to experience during formative years a 
variety of positive lifestyle models which include (but 
are not limited to) lesbianism, celibacy, and 
| motherhood outside of marriage, in addition to 
heterosexuality. This is what "non-sexist" textbook and 
"necessary" change mean to me, and | take it that such 
is the responsibility of all free and feminist presses that 
purport to publish "'non-sexist" children's literature. 

But these damned textbooks and children's trade 
books-they are so important. What can we do? If the 
answer is “nothing” then truly we cannot meet our own 
need and must depend upon male allowance, which 
does, you know, stop short of sowing the seeds of its 
own loss of power. 
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CONFESSIONS, Cont. from page 11 


1 enrolled in a judo class as soon as my coordina- 
tion was back together. More than giving me absolute 
physical protection, judo changed my mental atti- 
tude. | might still run in the face of danger, but | 
would run with confidence. The next time а man 
came to my window, | was ready for him. At first | 
thought | was dreaming and told my roommate that | 
was having some awful dream that there was a man 
coming in the window. When she said that she was 
having the same dream, | started to worry and 
slammed the window, while she shouted “5һоо! 
Scram!” in her half-sleepy state. When he opened the 
window again, | ran into the kitchen for a knife. By 


this time, my male roommate had been awakened and 
we both ran into the bedroom simultaneously. | was 
waving a large knife, and he, a ballet dancer, ran in 
naked screaming: “Where is he Mary, let me at him!” 
| never figured out which one of us scared him the 
most, but he instantly fled. 

Unfortunately, a bad case of pneumonia caused a 
rib to break from coughing and | had to quit judo as 
well as work, but my confidence remained unshaken. 
On the way to the doctor's office to get my disability 
papers signed, two thugs snatched my pocket book in 
Central Park. | ran after them — bandaged ribs and all 
— screaming: "Give me back my disability papers or 
ІЛІ kill you!" | grabbed them but benignly let them 
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pick a few nickels out of my bag (they were obviou- 
sly junkies) as ! calmly lectured them on the evils of 
the poor robbing the poor. 

When | recovered this time, | switched to karate. 
Judo, it seemed to me, reinforced passivity. “Тһе 
Gentle Way” (as it is called) uses other people's 
force, and | wanted to develop more of my own. 
Moreoever, my poor ribs didn’t want to do any more 
bouncing around on mats. 

The next time | was attacked | was more than 
prepared. A man (who else?) grabbed me by the throat 
in a deserted subway car and tried to pull me onto 
the platform. My roommate, who was also studying 
karate, punched him in the face. | got up and gave his 
friend two hard karate chops which sent him 
sprawling against the opposite subway wall. A little 
old lady, who was also in our car, applauded, 
pounded her cane on the floor and announced glee- 
fully: “You shoulda pulled one back in, and we all 
could of stomped on him." Meanwhile, the two 
would-be attackers stood on the platform — one 
holding his jaw and the other his chest — as the door 
closed and the train pulled away. 

1 finally knew that my victim days were well be- 
hind me. | also knew the answer: We women must be 
prepared to defend ourselves in a hostile male world. 
Choose your weapon — a good police whistle, a large 
dog or self-defense, but we can't take it lying down 
‘til you wind up as | did with fractured vertebrae. 
We've really got to get it together to defend ourselves 
and for chronic cases like me, who have a combina- 
tion of “magnetism”, bad luck, and looking freaky, 
the solution has got to be a "Victims Anonymous." 
Yes, Victims of the World unite! We have nothing to 
lose but our Ace bandages! A 
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by Ann Forfreedom 


SAPPHA OF LESBOS 


PART II 


From Her Exile 
“I have no embroidered headband 


To write about Sappha without including some of for you, Kleis, and no idea | 
her poems would be sacrilege. So, choosing among where to find one while Myrsilos 
different translations, here are a few of the ‘‘daughters ( 4 / 


of the immortals’’ created by Sappha of Lesbos: 


"Nothing can take its place in my mind, 


rules in Mytilene. The bright 
ribbon reminds me of those days 
when our enemies were in exile. 


„25 


This beauty of girls.” 


“Nothing O my girls can stand in my mind 


“For Aphrodita, this purple handkerchief 
To wear on her head against the heat 
An honored gift from Phokaia.” 


“Arkheanassa and Gorgo 

Sleep together as married folk, 
Wherefore she is called her wife. 
And Pleistodike, she was her wife 
Іп between Gongyla and Gorgo. 
They ‘ve given themselves a пате 


Together and ( 


( ) shall be known as 
( П 


“Where do the butler's big feet go 
Fourteen yards from heel to toe! 
Five red oxen gladly died, 

Ten frantic cobblers stitched the hide, 
That stylish slippers trim and neat 
Besplendor those important feet, “74 


The Blast of Love 


"Like a mountain whirlwind 
punishing the oak trees 
love shattered my heart.” 


To Atthis 


“1 loved you, Atthis, long ago, 
when my girlhood was in full flower 
апа you were like a graceless child. 


Kleis 


“I have a small daughter who is beautiful 


like a gold flower. 


my darling Kleis for all Lydia or even 
for lovely Lesbos.’ 
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Like your beauty.” 


) Pleistodike 


I would not trade 
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“In the spring twilight 
The full moon is shining: 
Girls take their places 

as though around an altar” 
“And their feet move 
Rhythmically, as tender 
feet of Cretan girls 
danced once around an 
altar of love, crushing 

а circle in the soft 
smooth flowering grass.” 


“The gods bless you 
May you sleep then 
on some tender 

girl friend's breast.” 


"Day in, day out 
I hunger and 
I struggle. 


“Must | remind you, Cleis, 
That sounds of grief 

are unbecoming in 

a poet's household? 

and that they are not 
suitable in ours?” 


“1 have no complaint 
Prosperity that. 
the golden Muses 
gave me was no 
delusion: dead, | 
won't be forgotten.” "9 
These are among the shorter poems known today. We 
have the words, though not the music. Sappha was 
famous for her ceremonial songs celebrating Aphrodite, 
the rites of marriage and love, and the beauties of 
nature. Lesbos was so proud of her that her portrait was 
stamped on Lesbian coins. Many altars were dedicated 
to this earthly Muse, and statues of her graced many 
temples. According to Cicero, a bronze statue of her 
stood in the prytaneum at Syracuse until the statue, 
made by Silanion, was stolen by Verres. And by the 
fifth century A.D., a statue of her stood in the 
gymnasium of Zeuxippus in Byzantium. The Vatican 
presently has a statue of her, though its regular Greek 
features may be more an idealization than a realistic 
portrait of her looks?" No one is quite sure of how 
Sappha really looked, though some accounts mention 
that she was small and dark-complexioned. A 
5th-century B.C. vase shows Sappha and Alceus, with 
the poetess being taller than the man. It, too, may be an 
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idealization, since the Sappha on the vase has an 
imposing figure and a beautiful Тасе28 A mosaic found 
at Pompeii may be a portrait of Sappha; the mosaic 
shows a young woman or girl holding a tablet in one 
hand while holding a stylus or pencil to her lips with the 
other hand. Her face is dark-complexioned, her hair in 
ringlets, and she does not appear tall. 

No one knows when or where Sappha died. 
Apparently, she was buried in Mytilene, where her tomb 
was regularly visited by admirers for many centuries.?? 

What happened after her death is better-known. 
Several centuries later, as Alice Winter puts it, Athenian 
comic poets “ ‘gave her two lovers who were born after 
she died and one who was dead before she was born." 
Why be tied down by mere fact? They invented a 
passion for an unreciprocating youth and a plunge to 
death over the Leucadian cliff into the sea, singing as 
she fell. ‘Sapphic’ became a synonym for uncontrolled 
womanhood."?? The Athenians fantasized that the 
poetess had fallen in love with a young ferryman named 
Phaon, and when he refused her, she leaped to her death 
over the promontory of Santa Maura, or Leucate, in 
Sicily. But Sappha's poem to Cleis about her death 
doesn't validate this story; the poem talks of her dying 
in her own household with Cleis by her side. In 
addition, the lies of Athenian accounts of the Lesbian 
appear, again, in their portrayal of her previous lovers, 
all of whom were males in these accounts. Sappha was 
linked with her contemporary, Alceus, and with a poet 
who flourished a generation after her, Anacreon, as well 
as with Phaon. And Diphilus, in his Sappho, presented 
Archilochusand Hipponax, two men who had lived a 
generation before her, as Sappha's lovers.?' 


When Sappha's student-companions went home, did 
they start a feminist revolt? Were these 5th-century B.C. 
Athenians reacting to the revolt and its aftermath? Or 
was female culture slowly extinguished except in 
isolated fortresses like Sparta? We don't know. We do 
know that by the fifth century B.C., entertainers and 
politically powerful men were defaming Sappha and 
framing the sexually-biased connotations that have 
continued to cling to the words “Lesbian” and 
“Sapphic”. 
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Despite accolades from men taught by her pupils, 
despite temples dedicated to her memory, Sappha 
became a despised figure in Greek comedy. And then 
the male academics set to work. Though no man knew 
when or how Sappha wrote her verses, scholars in 
Alexandria, Egypt, organized her work into nine books, 
with the first book containing 1320 lines or 330 
four-line verses in Sapphics.)? Her work was studied by 
grammarians, and lazy male poets stole their lines from 
her. Horace, among the many men who imitated 
Sappha's style was permitted to give her mock praise 
amid real condescension: "Sappho sang elegies to the 
girls of her city upon an Aiolian lyre, and you, Alkaios 
(Alceus) sang more fully with a gold quill" (Ode 2.13) 
and “Тһе manly Sappho adjusts her Muse to the meter 
of Archilochos" (Epode 1.19.28). The Terrestrial Muse 
was almost permanently renamed Sappho by this time, 
perhaps in the same spirit as the renaming of the Furies 
in Greek theology - they went from being the 
fear-causing Erinnyes to being the simpering Eumenides 
(or Well-Wishers)2? By the third century A.D., 
Athenaois claimed he knew all of the lyrics to Sappha’s 
more-than-500 poems by heart. 

Today we have perhaps 700 intelligible lines, not 
necessarily in lyric order, pieced together from sources 
as different as the copies written by ancient 
grammarians and the fragments found on mummy 
wrappings in Egyptian tombs2* П 

Some of these fragments were found during an 1879 П 
archeological dig at the Fayum, an oasis semi-detached 
from the Nile Valley. The poems were part ofi 
eighth-century manuscripts. The 1897 expeditions of i 
the English scholars Grenfell and Hunt brought to light Bl 
poems by Sappha, as well as odes by Alceus and fj 
Bakchylides and parts of four plays by Menandros?? In 
1908, Dr. Schubart of the Egyptian Section of the 
Berlin Royal Museum found several of Sappha's poems 
in recently-acquired papyri?5 In 1961, archeologists 
found, for the first time, the presence of papyrus in 1 
continental Greece, at Dervani (Lagada), allowing [| 
comparisons of styles and forms?” Willis Barnstone 
concludes that “It has been the modern commentators . Ё 
. . who . . . have lost their perspective of the poet and | 
have hopelessly muddled the poet's life with the § 
poems.” 38 In other words, modern commentators and [| 


translators have placed Sappha's poems in the context [| 
of her love, sexual and otherwise, for women, and how 
they, the commentators, react to the idea of sexual love [| 
between women. (1 tend to agree that this has | 
happened, though it is very difficult, perhaps 
impossible, to assess Sappha's meanings without 


commentators focusing on Sappha's worship of 
goddesses instead of gods, on her fears of personally 
aging, or on her intense feelings about her rivals. | have 
seen no lengthy speculations on the meaning of her 
revolts against the tyrants of Mytilene, on her feelings 
toward other Terrestrial Muses -- e.g. would she have 
seen them as friends or as rivals? -- or on the lives of her 
students when they returned home. | have seen many 
lengthy “explanations” of Sappha's sexual life, and read 
quite a few defenses of her heterosexuality, all of them 
by men. Personally, | am less interested іп how "moral" 
Sappha was - especially since | question the standards 
used by these self-appointed judges -- than | am in how 
she felt about and reacted to the burgeoning patriarchies 
in Greece.) 

The passage of time is only a part of the reason for 
the absence of most of Sappha's poems. The Athenian 
jokes and Roman condescension were followed by angry 
attacks of religious men on Sappha and her reputation. 
In 180 A.D., the Assyrian ascetic Tatian said she ‘‘was а 
whorish woman, love-crazy, who sang about her own 
licentiousness.” Other rumors abounded, suggesting that 
the stories about her infatuation with Phaon were true, 
that she was promiscuous in her love affairs, and that 
she was a courtesan. These lies were added to by 
Christian bishops who saw the memory of Lesbos as a 
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real danger to their male-dominated religion. Around 
380 A.D., the Bishop of Constantinople, Gregory of 
Nazianzos, later titled Saint, decreed that Sappha's 
writings should be burned wherever found. Seven 
centuries later, in 1073, copies of her work again were 
burned in Rome and Constantinople, by order of Pope 
Gregory VII. Each time the Library in Alexandria, 
Egypt, was burnt -- in 391 by Christian fanatics, in 640 
by Arab fanatics - the writings of many women, 
possibly including Sappha, were destroyed. No one 
knows how many of Sappha's verses were destroyed in 
April, 1204, during the pillage of Constantinople by 
Venetian knights of the Fourth Crusade, or by the 
Ottoman Turks at the fall of Byzantium in 1453.2° 

Was it because Sappha was accused, in Ovid's words, 
of being one who "'taught how to love girls"? Or was it 
because a Sappha can exist only in conditions favoring 
social-political power and freedom for women -- a set of 
conditions of which even the memory is unbearable to 
male supremacists? 

How does this relate to modern women? First, our 
heritage is being kept from us unless we can freely learn 
all about Sappha and Lesbos. Second, the methods used 
to defame Sappha are still being used to lie to us: the 
entertainment media, the schools, the scholars, the 
churches, the state. 

Third, the name "Lesbian" has been used against 
strong and independent women as a threat and an 
epithet (as men have successfully misused the terms 
“matriarch”, "Amazon", and "witch"). So long as we 
do not rejoice that there once was a Lesbos, that such 
women did not need to separate loving into sexual and 
nonsexual components, and that these were the creative 
women of their time - just that long will men continue 
to be able to supervise women's private thoughts and 
public appearances. 

Fourth, reclaiming Sappha means challenging the 
intellectual and academic authorities of Western culture. 
Even reclaiming her birthname means challenging all the 
highly-credentialed men who have defined this sister 
from our past. Fifth, reclaiming Sappha leads us to 
reclaiming other forgotten or defamed "lesbians" and 
strong women. As herstorians find more of these lost 
women, our sisterhood will span the millenia, from 
before the time of Damophyla - who "had virgin 
(unmarried) girl friends, just as Sappho did, апд... 
composed love poems and hymns as Sappho did", 
including hymns to Artemis*® - to beyond Louise 
Labe, the “adored muse” of 16th-century France who 
announced in the first of her autobiographical elegies 
that Phoebus had filled her with'ardour^' and had given 
her the lyre of the amorous Lesbian (баррһа).4! 
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FOOTNOTES 
24. This and the above poems ere from Guy Davenport's translation, 
SAPPHO, op. cit., poems 1,11, 63, 49, 54. 


25. This and the above poems are from Willis Barnstone's translation, 
SAPPHO, OP. CIT., pp. 9, 25, 89. 


26. This and the above poems are from Mary Barnard's translation, 
SAPPHO, OP. CIT., poems 22, 23, 96, 56, 99, 100. 


27. Mitchell Carroll, WOMAN, OP. CIT., p. 117. 
28. IBID. 

29. IBID. p. 112. 

30. Alice Ames Winter, THE HERITAGE OF WOMEN, OP. CIT., p. 30. 
31. Mitchell Carroll, WOMAN, OP. CIT., p. 112. 


32. Cited by Natalie Hayes in her unpublished paper, "Sappho", October, 
1972, p. 7. 


33. Will Durant, THE LIFE OF GREECE, OP. CIT., p. 186. 
34. Natalie Hayes, “баррһо”, OP. CIT., p. 7. 

35. Willis Barnstone, trans., SAPPHO, OP. CIT., pp. xxii, xxiii. 
36. Mitchell Carroll, WOMAN, OP. CIT. p. 120. 

37. Willis Barnstone, trans., SAPPHO, OP. CIT., p. xxii. 

38. IBID. p. xxiv. 

39. IBID... pp. xxi-xxii. 

40. IBID., p. 170. 


41. Anna de Koven, WOMEN IN CYCLES OF CULTURE (Putnam'sSons, 
N.Y., 1941), p. 170. А 
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CROSSCURRENTS 


CHICAGO 
Gay Bars to be Surveyed 

The Chicago Gay Alliance and Chicago Lesbian 
Liberation are organizing a survey to determine how 
safe Chicago gay bars are, and how well they serve the 
public. 

Survey workers will visit bars, observe conditions, 
talk to management and customers, and analyze the 
facts. Then the survey group will attempt to resolve 
any problems in the best interests of the customers, 
the bars, and the gay community. 

To offer information or help, contact: 

Chicago Lesbian Liberation 

600 W. Fullerton 

Chicago, IIl. 60614 


SEATTLE 
Student-Prisoners Coalition Fights for Lesbians 

The Student-Prisoners Coalition, an ex-convict 
self-help program, has begun assisting the Purdy 
Prison Gay Activists Alliance. The Alliance was 
recently formed by lesbians inside Purdy, and a fight 
is underway to get the Alliance recognized as a legal 
organization within the prison. 

The Coalition has also managed to establish a 
special section of feminist and lesbian literature in the 
prison library. A current project of the Coalition isa 
halfway house and work training release facility run 
by women. 

For further information, contact: 

Therese Coupez and Rita Brown 

Student-Prisoners Coalition 2XB-302 

Seattle Central Community College 

1718 Broadway 

Seattle, Wash. 98122 


LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 


Judge Says Only Hetero Porn Okay 

A judge in Las Cruces New Mexico apparently 
believes homosexuality is obscene but heterosexuality 
is not. District Court Judge Garnett Burkes refused to 
close ап "adult book store’’ in the small town but 
placed strict legal limitations on what the store can 
sell, including a prohibition against "exhibiting or 
distributing to anyone any movies ог periodicals 
which portray homosexuality, including lesbianism, 
masochism, sadism, or...portray violent crimes 
without punishment thereof." 

(from November 16 HOLLYWOOD REPORTER) 
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LOS ANGELES 
Lesbian Talent Show 

"Get your act together’’. The Great Lesbian Talent 
Show is coming, Saturday, February 16, 8:00 p.m., at 
the Venice Pavillion, Windward and Ocean Front, 
Venice. The purpose off the show is to raise funds for 
Jan Oxenberg's film, in progress. Sisters' participation 
is encouraged. Contact Evan Paxton, evenings, 
477-8809. 


NEW YORK 
Women and Madness Ripoff 

Phyllis Chester, author of Women and Madness, is 
asking women not to buy the paperback edition of 
her book put out by Avon, since she is currently 
suing Avon to remove their edition from bookstores. 

Chessler says that Avon has drastically changed the 
substance and text of her book, thus showing 
enormous contempt for her and her readers. She asks 
that women buy or borrow the hardcover edition 
published by Doubleday. 

Gay Academic Conference Held 

About 70 lesbians and 270 other gay people 
attended a conference on “Тһе Universities and the 
Gay Ехрегіепсе”, at the John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice in New York City. The event was sponsored 
by the Gay Academic Union over Thanksgiving 
weekend. Keynote speakers were Barbara Gittings 
and Martin Duberman, and panel discussions included 
one on "Scholarship and the Gay Experience’ and 
another on "Coming Out in Academia." In addition, 
there was a large variety of workshops on coming out 
and ''task-oriented" themes such as alternative 
schools, combatting discrimination, and gay studies. 

The women formed a separate caucus which met 
continuously so that women had the option of 
attending all-women events. The women decided to 
continue to meet after the conference in a separate 
caucus but also decided to remain together with the 
male section of the GAU and to place three women 
on the GAU 6 member steering committee. The 
women also proposed a resolution to publish the 
entire proceedings of the conference, and this 
resolution was agreed upon by the entire GAU. 

Women interested in the women's caucus should 
contact Lucy Arbuthnot c/o Prof. K. S. Sherrill, 
Dept. of Political Science, Box 1479, Hunter College, 
CUNY, New York, N.Y. 10021. А 
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BUTTERFLY WEST 
5617% Melrose, Los Angeles 


DAILY DOUBLE B-D-J-F-W Tues.-M; Weekend-LM 
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LOS ANGELES 


MONDAYS 


TUESDAYS 


WEDNESDAYS 


THURSDAYS 


FRIDAYS 


SUNDAYS 


NEW YORK 


NIGHTLY 


MONDAYS 


TUESDAYS 


THURSDAYS 


FRIDAYS 


SATURDAYS 


SUNDAYS 


LEGAL COUNSELING: 5:00 to 7:00 pm, Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) 
call for appointment 

RADICAL THERAPY: 6:30 to 8:30 pm, drop-in rap, Westside Women's Center 

SELF HELP CLINIC: 7:30 pm, Westside Women 


ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER: 8:00 pm GCSC 

GAY AWARENESS RAP (for women): 8:00 pm GCSC 

LESBIAN MOTHERS RAP: 8:00 pm, GCSC 

TIDE COLLECTIVE: 7:30 pm. All sisters who want to help are welcome. 
373 N. Western, Room 202, Los Angeles, CA 467-3931 


GAY AWARENESS RAP (mixed): 1:30 pm GCSC 
LESBIAN FEMINISTS: 7:30 pm Westside Women's Center 
RADICAL THERAPY: 6:30 to 8:30 pm, drop-in rap, Westside Women's Center 


GAY LAW STUDENTS: 9:30 pm GCSC 
WOMEN'S GYNECOLOGY CLINIC: 7:00 to 9:00 pm, GCSC 
WOMEN'S EVENING: 7:30 pm GCSC 


GAY SISTERHOOD: 7:00 pm, UCLA, Powell Library 90, Coffeehouse follows 
at 9:00 pm 

GAY YOUTH (under 21): 7:30 pm, GCSC 

GOOD TIME HOUR: (Gay Women) 8:00 pm, Westside Women's Center 

SABBATH SERVICES: 8:00 pm Metropolitan Community Temple 

WOMEN'S NIGHT: Women.s Building, 


CHURCH SERVICES: 10:45 am and 7:30 pm, Metropolitan Community Church 

GAY WOMEN'S CONSCIOUSNESS RAISING: 4:00 pm GCSC 

WOMEN'S UNION MEETINGS: (Every other Sunday) Call 665-7465 for 
information 


LESBIAN SWITCHBOARD 5 to I0 pm, 741-2610 for information. and rap 


LESBIAN FEMINIST LIBERATION, 7: 30 pm, general meeting, GAA Firehouse, 99 Wooster 

IDENTITY HOUSE, 6 - 10 pm, walk-in and short-term counseling, referral service, come-out 
groups, FREE 

GAY OLDER WOMEN'S LIBERATION (GOWL), 8 pm, Women's Liberation Bldg. 


t and third Tuesdays), women's night 
0 pm, Women's Liberation Bldg. 


WESTSIDE DISCUSSION GROUP, 8 pm 
LESBIAN FOOD CONSPIRACY, 5:30 to 


GAY WOMEN'S ALTERNATIVE, 8 pm, Speakers, socializing, nonpolitical 
group for women over 30. 

MATTACHINE WOMEN, 6 pm, Game Night--bridge, scrabble, checkers, etc. 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN, 7:30 pm, general meeting 


LESBIAN DANCE, 9 pm every other Friday (Jan 11 & 25), Sponsored by LFL, 
GAA Firehouse 


GAY SYNAGOGUE, 9pm, Services and Oneg Shabbat 


IDENTITY HOUSE, (see Monday for details) 


IDENTITY HOUSE, (see Monday for details) 

LESBIAN ACTIVITIES, 2 pm, sponsored by LFL at GAA Firehouse 

CHURCH SERVICES, 2 pm Church of the Beloved Disciple; 7 pm Metropolitan 
Community Church 

EULENSPIEGEL SOCIETY' S&M, 6 pm, Church of the Beloved Desciple, 
General meeting. 

NY RADICAL FEMINISTS, 8 pm general meeting, Women's Liberation Bldg 
(first Sunday of every month) 


